
“The Castle Water Clock” from Al-Jazari’s Book of 
Knowledge of Ingenious Mechanical Devices  
(Cairo, 1354). Source: Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.
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OCTOBER 25
Elias Muhanna (Brown University, Comparative Literature) 
Book talk, The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of  Erudition:  
A Compendium of  Knowledge from the Classical Islamic World, by 
Shihab al-Din al-Nuwayri

NOVEMBER 1 
Florin Morar (Harvard, History of Science)
“Translation and Treason: The Demarcation Controversy and 
Abraham Ortelius’ Map of  China from 1584” 

NOVEMBER 8
Efe Balıkçıoglu (Harvard, History and CMES)
“Determinism and Causation in the 15th Century Ottoman 
Madrasas in Constantinople” 

NOVEMBER 15
Catherine Abou-Nemeh (Victoria University of Wellington, History)
“Cartesian Medicine at Leiden University in the Late 17th Century” 

DECEMBER 1
Robert Ames (Harvard, NELC) 
“Mystical Atheism and Scientific Religion: Iranian Nationalism 
in the Nineteenth Century”. Co-sponsored with the Science, 
Religion and Culture Program at Harvard Divinity School
Special time and location: 6-8pm, Andover 102

SEPTEMBER 6
Katharine Park (Harvard, History of Science) and Ahmed 
Ragab (Harvard, Divinity School and History of Science) 
“Elephant” from upcoming book A History of  Medieval Science:  
Knowledge, Objects, and Communities in Europe and the Islamicate World 

SEPTEMBER 20
Katharine Park (Harvard, History of Science) and Ahmed 
Ragab (Harvard, Divinity School and History of Science) 
“Timepiece” from upcoming book A History of  Medieval Science: 
Knowledge, Objects, and Communities in Europe and the Islamicate World 

SEPTEMBER 29
Efraim Lev (University of Haifa, History) 
“Notebooks as Mediators between Practical and Theoretical 
Medical and Pharmaceutical Knowledge in Judeo-Arabic 
Tradition”. Co-sponsored with the Science, Religion and 
Culture Program at Harvard Divinity School
Special time and location: 6-8pm, Plimpton Room, Barker Center

OCTOBER 13
Alexander Bevilacqua (Harvard, Society of Fellows) 
“The Republic of  Arabic Letters: Islam and the European 
Enlightenment”. Co-sponsored with the Science, Religion and 
Culture Program at Harvard Divinity School
Special time and location: 6-8pm, Andover 102
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Background: “Map of the World” from Al-Qazwini’s Marvels of Things Created and Miraculous 
Aspects of Things Existing (1203-1283). Source: National Library of Medicine, Bethesda.
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